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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: 40 JEHOVAHS WITNESSES DETAINED IN 
POLICE RAID IN MAR DEL PLATA 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 
U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPSflPS 
Mairad P- Grafeld, Director 
(^Release ( ) Excise ( (Deny 
Eaemptionfe): 
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In Pan pC In Full t>£<o A'77?0 

_ ( )Extendas__ ( JDowngradeto 

_ Declassify on Reason 


REF: BUENOS AIRES 1261 


1. AN UNDETERMINED NUMBER OF JEHOVAHS WITNESSES 
WERE ROUNDED UP IN A POLICE RAID IN MAR DEL PLATA 
MARCH 19 AND DETAINED IN LOCAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS. 
ACCORDING TO TODAY'S PRESS REPORTS (MARCH 21), THE 
DETAINEES HAVE APPEARED BEFORE A FEDERAL JUDGE. 

THEY ARE CHARGED WITH VIOLATING A GOVERNMENT BAN WHCIH 
PROHIBITS THEM FROM PRACTICING THEIR RELIGION IN 
ARGENTINA. 


2. ORIGINAL PRESS REPORTS SAID THAT SOME 40 WITNESSES 
WERE PICKED UP IN A SPECTACULAR POLICE RAID ON A HOUSE 
WHERE THE GROUP WAS ATTENDING A RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE. 
THE POLICE WERE HEAVILY ARMED BUT THERE -WAS APPARENTLY 
NO VIOLENCE. THE POLICE REPORTEDLY CONFISCATED 
SIZEABLE QUANTITIES OF WITNESSES LITERATURE, INCLUDING 
MATERIAL PRINTED IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES, IN THE HOUSE. 
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3. A U.S. WITNESSES REPRESENTATIVE TOLD EMBOFF TODAY THAT HE 
HAD NO INFORMATION ON THE INCIDENT BUT THAT HE DOUBTED THE 
NUMBER OF WITNESSES EXCEEDED 15 OR 20 IN A FAMILY GATHERING. 
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